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5. Its location should be on soil which is rather dry and soft, and
preferably clay or calcareous soil.

Special kilns or ovens have been devised and have been used in con-
nection with or near large iron furnaces. They did not at first the
recovery of the volatile products of wood, but were the medium or
between the crude old-fashioned open-air charcoal pit and the modern
wood distillation plant. They have largely gone out of existence at the
present time, owing to the much greater profits to be derived by the
construction and operation of the distillation plant. They were usually
of conical shape, about. 24 ft. in diameter, about 25 to jo ft. in height
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